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The Japanese Alliance and its Consequences
Japan by this time was feeling her way simultaneously with both Russia and Great Britain. During the year 1901 she made overtures for a British Alliance through the Japanese Ambassador, Baron Hayashi, in London, and sent the Marquis Ito to explore the possibilities with the Russian Minister, Count Lamsdorf in St. Petersburg. Lord Lansdowne and Baron Hayashi were quicker on the ground than Count Lamsdorf and the Marquis Ito; and the party in Tokio which objected to the Russian occupation of Manchuria proved stronger than the party which was willing to make terms with it. In the end Lord Lansdowne won the race and the Marquis Ito received instructions to leave St. Petersburg and repair to London, where an Anglo-Japanese Treaty was signed on January 30, 1902. It covered British interests in China, and Japanese interests both in China and in Corea, but only in the event of either Power being attacked by more than one Power did it engage the other to come to its assistance. In all other events the observance of a strict neutrality and " efforts to prevent other Powers from joining in hostilities against its ally " was the limit of what was pledged, though the two Powers undertook to " communicate with one another fully and frankly " when the interests of either were in jeopardy and " not to make arrangements with other Powers to die prejudice of their agreement without consulting one another."
Lord Salisbury was still Prime Minister, though not Foreign Secretary, when this Treaty was concluded, and he must therefore be presumed, in this special case, to have waived his objections to engaging the British people to go to war in circumstances which could not be foreseen. Great Britain was now the senior member of a powerful partnership ?
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